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III. THE GREEN NETWORK VISION

Masonville Cove OverlookA HOLISTIC APPROACH FOR BALTIMORE’S GREEN SPACE
The Green Network Vision is based on a comprehensive strategy for improving and 
connecting a wide range of different types of spaces, with the goals of improving 
quality of life, social equity, and connectivity. The strategy uses two broad catego-
ries of place-based elements within the city: 

• Nodes: Open, green destinations and spaces for people and nature to meet, 
including both nature nodes (wildlife habitat, open space) and community nodes 
(activity centers and neighborhood green spaces).    

• Corridors: Linear spaces that provide safe, comfortable movement within and 
between nodes and neighborhoods, for both humans and wildlife. 

 
Using this strategy, the Green Network will not only create and improve green and open 
spaces throughout the city, but will weave them together as nodes in a network—com-
munity destinations that are easily reachable through safe and accessible corridors. 

Through the analysis and community engagement processes previously described, 
the planning team identified gaps in the existing network of green spaces, and 
areas in need of more green space and better connections. In the following pages, 
the Green Network Vision addresses these gaps with proposed nodes and corri-
dors, providing all Baltimore residents with improved access to Baltimore’s open 
spaces, streams, and waterfront. This Vision includes an overall framework for the 
Green Network, including our existing network of park, trail, stream, forest, and 
community green space assets, and specific categories of nodes and corridors to 
be created and improved. 

The specific design concepts for identified nodes and corridors will be developed 
in collaboration with the community, as part of ongoing neighborhood Focus Area 
planning activities (some already completed planning for Focus Areas is discussed 
in the following section). Throughout the planning process, many people have ex-
pressed interest in including their neighborhoods as Focus Areas. This current plan 
is limited to four Focus Areas due to logistic, feasibility, and opportunistic reasons; 
however, every Baltimore neighborhood can be part of and can benefit from the 
Green Network. As this plan is implemented, additional green planning will con-
tinue. For example, in places where a Community Node has been identified in the 
Green Network Vision, planning for additional Focus Areas or pilot project sites 
could be undertaken, led by the Department of Planning or other partners working 
with the communities. As the City moves forward on implementation, all stake-
holders will continue to refine and prioritize opportunities; this plan for the Green 
Network will be a living document that continues to evolve. 
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NODES: NATURAL SPACES FOR WILDLIFE  
AND GREEN DESTINATIONS FOR PEOPLE 
Green Network nodes include parks, recreation areas, forest patches, meadows, 
open spaces for gathering or play, or green spaces within new development areas. 
Nodes may have a wide range of features: trees, benches, murals, flower gardens, 
sports fields, recreation centers, urban farms, playgrounds, stormwater treatment 
amenities, and/or water features.  

There are three categories of nodes: 1) Community nodes, green open spaces and 
amenities integrated into the established neighborhood fabric, focused in areas of 
greatest need; 2) Nature nodes, natural spaces characterized by ecological func-
tion; and 3) Anchor Institution and Existing Open Space nodes, significant existing 
open spaces on both private and public lands, often under institutional steward-
ship. The following pages will discuss each of these categories in detail. 

Community Nodes 
Community nodes prioritize neighborhood needs; new community nodes are pro-
posed where vacant land densities are highest. These nodes provide amenities like 
spaces for active recreation and community gathering space, bringing new life to 
underutilized spaces or to concentrations of vacant and abandoned properties.  

A community node might take the shape of a spacious park; a new playground; an 
urban farm or a garden that contributes to the local economy; a new public art-
work; or a new space for community events. While community nodes are primarily 
spaces for people, they can (and often should) accommodate features like shade 
trees and forest patches, meadows, or stormwater management that can also 
serve as wildlife habitat.

Wellness Wednesday featuring Black Male Yoga Initiative.
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Green spaces that serve neighborhoods as community nodes have been created 
throughout Baltimore by residents, community organizations, and city agencies and 
through redevelopment efforts. A few examples include community green spaces 
such as Brentwood Commons in Greenmount West, Whitelock Farm in Reservoir 
Hill, Easterwood Park & Playground in Sandtown-Winchester, and the Darley Park 
Gateway Park, among many others. Developers and community development cor-
porations have also taken a role in developing community green spaces as part of 
redevelopment of vacant properties; these serve as neighborhood nodes.  

Types of community nodes (and implementation approach): 
• Neighborhood Revitalization with Integrated Open Space and Recreation: 

These nodes are prioritized because of their potential to combine economic 
and residential revitalization with complementary green spaces. They include 
small green spaces that can be integrated with mixed-used development or 
new or enhanced parks framed by new or renovated residential development. 
They also include vacant lots to be enhanced through temporary greening, 
activation, or improved maintenance either as a holding strategy in anticipa-
tion of future redevelopment or as a first step towards the creation of a new, 
permanent community green space. 

PROPOSED COMMUNITY NODE EXAMPLE: DRUID SQUARE
A new public square 
currently being planned 
in this community-
identified location 
will provide residents 
access to high-quality 
green space, including 
open active space and 
a Kaboom! playground.  
The new square will also 
become an asset to the 
upcoming renovation 
and development on the 
surrounding residential 
blocks. The upcoming 

expansion of Bakers View Townhomes on the 500 block of Baker Street and vacant historic rowhomes expected to 
be renovated along Druid Hill Avenue are envisioned to front the square along the north and east sides. The project 
leverages Project CORE money for preparing the park site and for stabilization of the vacant historic rowhomes on the 
east side of Druid Hill Avenue.
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• Parks and Open Space Enhancement/Creation: These nodes are prioritized as 
potential locations to create new permanent green spaces or expand and en-
hance existing ones. These permanent green spaces will serve as catalysts to 
encourage redevelopment in the surrounding neighborhoods. Several of these 
nodes are in the vicinity of schools and their design and development should 
complement and enhance school improvement plans. There are also opportu-
nities to integrate training, education, and stewardship. In some cases these 
nodes are in areas where there have been efforts to address concentrations of 
abandoned buildings through demolition. The goal is to replace formerly vacant 
buildings with beneficial green assets. 

• Habitat-Sensitive Parks and Recreation: These are existing spaces, which are 
primarily places where people access open space and recreation; however, they oc-
cur in sensitive natural areas around the city, and their landscapes are opportune 
locations to reflect and respond to the native ecology. Examples include trails that 
overlook shoreline restoration, parks that include native woodland and wildflower 
meadows, and open spaces that incorporate stormwater management features 
seamlessly into the landscape. The Green Network Vision seeks to restore ecology 
and enhance function of the natural systems in these social landscapes. 

Druid Hill Park provides ample tree canopy as well as recreational opportunities.
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Nature Nodes
Relatively scarce in the city, nature nodes are locations for enhancing and ex-
panding habitat in forest patches, meadows, floodplain, and wetlands. They may 
be small areas of upland woods, restored floodplain forest and wetlands, or a 
restored natural shoreline. These nodes may provide habitat “stepping stones” 
for wildlife as they move across the city and also attract and support pollinators 
through wildflower gardens and woodland patches; in short, these nodes promote 
ecosystem health and resilience. Nature nodes also include water management 
practices that help to catch, slow, and clean rainwater before it reaches our water-
ways. While these nodes are not focused on people, they provide quiet spots for 
people to connect with nature and view urban wildlife like birds, butterflies, and 
fish. They may incorporate signage or other features to raise ecological awareness 
among residents. 

PROPOSED NATURE NODE EXAMPLE: RIDGELY’S COVE
The Middle Branch 
is the lesser known 
of Baltimore’s two 
harbors, but it is the 
more ecologically 
significant. The Upper 
Middle Branch, 
north of I-95, is a 
Designated Habitat 
Protection Area, 
especially important 
for waterfowl. Several 
past plans, including 
the Middle Branch 

and South Baltimore Gateway Master Plans, have identified this area as a priority for habitat restoration and passive 
recreation such as bird-watching, walking, and canoeing. Additionally, environmental and habitat restoration projects 
have been proposed at a city park site known as Ridgely’s Cove, located along the Gwynns Falls Trail, on the western 
shore of the Upper Middle Branch. If implemented, these improvements would transform the site into a significant 
nature node location for both wildlife and nature-based recreation. It would also create a northern complement to 
Masonville Cove (which is a significant wildlife habitat location along the southern shore of the Middle Branch).
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Types of nature nodes (and implementation approach): 
• Shoreline Restoration and Open Space Enhancement: A priority for the de-

signs of these nodes, found along the Middle Branch of the Patapsco River, will 
be innovative integrated stormwater management practices, like regenerative 
stormwater conveyance, as well as increased tree canopy and native plantings. 
Living shoreline restoration is an important consideration, in light of climate 
change and sea level rise. Educational signage and trails introduce these features 
to visitors.

• Upland Forest Restoration, Stewardship, and Enhancement: These existing 
woodland groves are located at higher elevations in the city; the Green Network 
Vision seeks to protect and maintain these forests (some are maintained by 
residents as community forests) and to expand them where possible. In addition 
to the benefits of increased tree canopy to both residents and wildlife, these 
small woodland patches are special spaces for neighborhood residents to con-
nect with nature. In these spaces, residents may experience moments of respite 
and wonder, explore woodland groves that have stood for over a century, and 
encounter plant and wildlife species that aren’t found in other parts of the city. 
Stewardship of these nodes means managing invasive plant species, increasing 
native plantings, and removing litter. Monitoring and management of these 
spaces should continue in partnership with organizations like Baltimore Green 
Space, Baltimore Tree Trust, TreeBaltimore, Parks and People Foundation, and 
Blue Water Baltimore. 

Mature native trees provide important habitat for birds and other wildlife. 

Image: © Andy 
Cook
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• Floodplain Forest and Stream Buffer Restoration, Management, and 
Enhancement: These natural areas are located either within the floodplain or the 
existing stream valleys. Restoring and maintaining these areas will support the 
ecology of streams and restore wildlife habitat; additionally, many of these nodes 
are accessible for community members to enjoy. Chief priorities for these sites 
are managing invasive plant species, restoring stream channels (or associated 
wetland and floodplain forest systems), introducing new native plantings, and 
removing litter. Additionally, restoration projects could integrate water quali-
ty monitoring, managed through partnerships with Blue Water Baltimore and 
neighborhood organizations. 

         
Existing Anchor Institutions and Open Space Nodes 
The existing open space and anchor nodes comprise spaces that are currently 
maintained by either the City or private entities; they include city parks, univer-
sities, cemeteries, hospitals, the Inner Harbor promenade, and Fort McHenry. 
Already used for social gatherings, employment, services, tourism, play, recreation, 
and respite—as well as important habitat for native wildlife—these nodes are part 
of Baltimore’s inventory of green assets, and are important catalysts for economic 
investment and revitalization. Going forward, many of these nodes can be main-
tained in closer accordance with the Green Network principles and ecological 
practices. The City and private landholders can continue to manage the spaces for 
ecological function as well as educational stewardship and healthy living, prioritiz-
ing ecology and quality of life for all users. 
 

ANCHOR INSTITUTION NODE EXAMPLE: MEDSTAR HARBOR HOSPITAL MASTER PLAN
In 2016, Blue Water Baltimore, Neighborhood 
Design Center, Plisko Sustainable Solutions, and 
The Green Team at MedStar Harbor Hospital 
worked together to develop the MedStar Harbor 
Hospital Green Infrastructure Master Plan. The 
plan identifies projects that could be undertaken 
on the hospital campus and adjacent City-owned 
land to treat stormwater, reduce flooding, reduce 
paved surfaces, and increase wildlife habitat, while 
enhancing and beautifying the campus environment. 
The hospital was awarded $1.3 million in funding 
from the Watershed Assistance Grant Program 
for nine of the projects identified in the plan. By 
implementing these improvements, the hospital is 
not only providing environmental benefits, it is also 
enhancing its role as an anchor within the Baltimore 
Green Network.Im
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Types of anchor institution and open space nodes  
(and appropriate implementation approach):   
• Existing City Park Land: Working with community stakeholders, the Department 

of Recreation and Parks should consider developing a restoration and manage-
ment master plan for all City parks, in order to prioritize needs for facility im-
provements, woodland management, plantings, and stream restoration. 

• Cemeteries: These privately owned, sacred green spaces could benefit from green 
practices including increased tree canopy, alternative mowing regimes, native 
wildflower plantings, stream buffer management or restoration, and invasive plant 
species management. A number of cemeteries throughout the city offer tours or 
other programs and partnerships to engage Baltimore residents and share the his-
tory and culture represented through these spaces.  Additional partnerships could 
support additional enhancement of and access to these green spaces. 

• Universities, Hospitals, and other Anchor Institutions: Organizations such as 
Blue Water Baltimore, Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake, the National 
Wildlife Federation, and the Wildlife Habitat Council have in the past partnered 
with Baltimore institutions, congregations, and businesses to identify ways for 
anchor institutions to implement campus and site improvements that show lead-
ership in improving environmental quality. Additional partnerships can lead to 
the implementation (or increased use) of green infrastructure, including tree can-
opy, native wildflower gardens, conservation landscapes, integrated stormwa-
ter management practices, green roofs, integrated pest management, reduced 
mowing regimes, and minimized herbicide and pesticide use. 

  

The Druid Hill Park reservoir is a popular destination for residents. 

Image: © Floura 
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CORRIDORS: GREEN ACCESS 
In order to weave together a Green Network, nodes are connected to each other 
and to communities by corridors—linear spaces for humans and wildlife to travel 
safely and comfortably. Corridors include tree-lined streets, stream valleys, trails, 
greened alleys, multi-user paths, bike lanes, and bike boulevards. They connect 
parks and open spaces to schools, retail districts, and other activity centers.

There are two categories of corridors: 1) Community corridors, which provide safe 
and comfortable connections primarily for people, and 2) Nature corridors, which 
provide vital haven for wildlife and the health of our ecosystem. Enhancing, creat-
ing, and maintaining corridors is vital to the Green Network; the following pages 
will discuss both types of corridor, along with a few examples, in detail. 
A subset of Community and Nature corridors have been identified as Priority 
Corridors as part of the Green Network Vision. These corridors were identified as 
the highest priority for implementation to strengthen the city’s existing network of 
green spaces and corridors, and are discussed later in this plan.

The Gwynns Falls Bike Trail offers access to a vital nature node on the west side of the city.

Image: © Floura 
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Community Corridors 
People-focused corridors make safe connections for residents to walk or bike 
to schools, stores, parks, recreation centers, and more. The proposed 35-mile 
Baltimore Greenway Trail Network Loop envisioned by Rails to Trails is an import-
ant part of this corridor network, connecting neighborhoods and Green Network 
corridors around the city.  As corridor improvements are planned and implement-
ed as part of the Network, corridor segments will be evaluated to account for 
the existing conditions and identify opportunities available to make them more 
green and accessible to all users. To improve and create corridors that meet the 
Green Network Vision, greening elements will be added—street trees, median 
plantings, bump-outs and traffic calming, improved sidewalks, protected bikeways 
or multi-user paths, and improved and new trail connections, as well as integrat-
ed stormwater management practices.  The combination of improvements to be 
included for each Community Corridor will vary depending on conditions such as 
street, sidewalk, and right-of-way width; locations of existing trees, utilities, and 
on-street parking; street type; traffic volume; topography; and other factors.

Reconnecting the West Baltimore Loop provides improved access.

PROPOSED COMMUNITY CORRIDOR EXAMPLE –  
MARTIN LUTHER KING BOULEVARD TO WEST BALTIMORE MARC

A new path, including exercise equipment and lighting, 
has been constructed immediately south of West 
Franklin Street in Harlem Park. The community corridor 
project envisioned here would extend the existing path 
east to Martin Luther King Boulevard and west to the 
West Baltimore MARC station and BaltimoreLINK Hub.  
Extending about 1.5 miles, this project has recreational 
and transportation benefits. Im
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PROPOSED COMMUNITY CORRIDOR EXAMPLE – NORTH AVENUE
Historically one of Baltimore’s major main 
streets, North Avenue is currently in need of 
significant upgrades and reinvestment. Several 
plans—including the West North Avenue 
Streetscape Conceptual Master Plan, the 
Pennsylvania & West North Avenue LINCS plan 
and the East North Avenue LINCS plans —focus 
on these needed improvements, including 
suggestions for upgrades to streetscape and 
urban design, pedestrian safety, and multi-
modal access along and parallel to the corridor. 
Currently, design and implementation is taking 
place through the $27.3 million North Avenue 
Rising project that combines federal and state 
funding to upgrade the corridor as a “complete 
street” serving multiple modes—pedestrians, 
buses, and bicycles as well as cars. Because 
of these plans, and the corridor’s importance 
within Baltimore, the Green Network Vision 
identifies North Avenue as an important 
Community Corridor. 

Community corridors included in this plan: 
1. Baltimore Greenway Trail Network: This citywide 35-mile trail loop will 

connect major parks, diverse neighborhoods, outdoor resources, and 
downtown. It is an essential connective component for the Baltimore 
Green Network.  Twenty-three miles of the loop already exists as part of 
the city’s existing trail system.

2. Focus Areas to the Greenway Trail Network and Parks and Open Space: 
Connecting Focus Area neighborhoods to the Baltimore Greenway Trail 
Network loop will tie new and improved green spaces into a citywide network.  

3. Nodes to Nodes and Nodes to the Greenway Trail Network: Connecting 
the existing and proposed nodes to one another, and to the Baltimore 
Greenway Trail Network loop, further expanding the connection to the 
Loop and the prominent parks and stream corridors within the city. 

4. Low-Stress Connections to the Green Network: Low stress streets are those 
with low traffic volumes and speeds, where most people are comfortable biking; 
these corridors will help to complete connections of the community corridors.1  

1 In 2017, the Department of Transportation developed the Separated Bike Lane Network Addendum to the Bike Master 
Plan. The addendum identifies key locations for new protected bike facilities that connect to low-stress streets, to maxi-
mize how much of the city can be reached comfortably by bicycle.
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Nature Corridors
Nature corridors provide habitat for native wildlife including birds, pollinators, 
small mammals, fish, amphibians, reptiles, and invertebrates. The Green Network 
will preserve and expand these corridors by increasing the native tree canopy and 
understory plantings, managing invasive species, and restoring stream channels. 

The top priority nature corridors are the stream valleys—the Jones Falls, Herring 
Run, and Gwynns Falls—that define Baltimore’s landscape. These important natu-
ral corridors need to be preserved and enhanced in order to support the health of 
our streams, the Inner Harbor, the lower Patapsco River, and the Chesapeake Bay. 
These are among the last semi-intact natural areas in the city. 

Additionally, major utility corridors and linear forest patches or tree buffers along rail 
lines have potential to serve as nature corridors. Vegetation in utility corridors can 
be managed in a way that provides meadow habitat for pollinators and other wild-
life. Trees growing along rail lines serve as buffers that filter and cool the air while 
providing better separation between the rail lines and nearby neighborhoods. 

PROPOSED NATURE CORRIDOR EXAMPLE: STREAM RESTORATION
Over time, human-made changes to our natural streams have altered stream 
flow and structure, contributing to habitat loss, erosion, or downstream 
flooding. The Department of Public Works has been implementing stream 
restoration projects over the past several years to improve and restore 
streams, which contribute to cleaner water and improved habitat for wildlife. 
To meet the requirements of the City’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System permit (known as MS4), the Department of Public Works will soon 
begin more stream restoration projects throughout the city, many of which 
are Nature Corridors in the Green Network Vision, including Moore’s Run 
(shown), Chinquapin Run, and Dead Run. 

Nature corridors included in this plan: 
1. Major Streams (Herring Run, Jones Falls, Gwynns Falls): These are 

high-priority streams where continued restoration, native plantings, and 
invasive plant species management will be beneficial. 

2. Minor Streams: In cases where nodes or corridors in the vicinity are being 
improved, these smaller tributaries may also be included in projects. 

3. Rail or Power Rights-of-Way: These nodes can be improved by work-
ing in concert with landowners; stewardship includes native tree canopy 
and understory plantings, invasive species management, and stormwater 
management practices. In some cases, these corridors may be accessible 
to community members, but in others (where access is not appropriate or 
feasible) they may be enhanced purely for natural resource value.

Im
ag

e:
 ©

 B
io

ha
bi

ta
ts

 In
c.



III–20

City of Baltimore Department of Planning

The Baltimore Green Network

Baltimore Green 
Network Vision Plan
Nature Corridors



III–21

September 2018

The Green Network Vision

Priority Corridors 
Priority corridors represent corridors with the greatest opportunity to create a 
connected network between major parks, institutions, neighborhoods, employ-
ment and transportation centers, recreational facilities, and natural assets like 
forests, green spaces, streams, and the harbor. In addition to the ability to connect 
important pieces of the Green Network, the priority corridors have beneficial phys-
ical characteristics, for example: a street wide enough to fit a walking/bicycling 
path; a stream valley with a continuous connection; or a utility corridor that offers 
an opportunity to create a long, extended path.  Some of these priority corridors 
have already been funded for capital improvements. 

The opportunity to better connect people with nature and provide low-stress and 
low-traffic connections to parks and recreational resources throughout the city 
makes stream valley corridors priorities for implementation. Several corridors 
are identified to better connect Baltimore with trails and parks beyond our bor-
ders and across our region, such as connections to the south to connect with the 
proposed Patapsco River Valley Trail. Utility corridors have proven to be excellent 
choices for public paths across the country because they offer a continuous right-
of-way, because they can create a public asset for adjacent neighborhoods, and 
because they can create beneficial meadow habitat for pollinators. Baltimore City 
and the Baltimore Region have multiple utility corridors that offer priority corridor 
opportunities. Lastly, some of our streets feed right into, or run along the border 
of, our most significant parks. Some of these streets have more-than-ample width, 
and could provide separated or safer connections for people who want to safely 
visit parks by foot or with strollers, skateboards, scooters, or bicycles.

Whether the priority corridor is in a street, stream valley, or utility corridor, the pri-
ority corridors are planned as a radial system of paths connecting back to a central 
grid. The radial corridors connect into and out of the 35-mile loop, within which a 
series of north-south and east-west connections are prioritized. 
 
Projects for priority corridors will relate to their roles as community or nature 
corridors and can include improvements such as multi-use paths, tree planting, 
stormwater projects, art, public access connections, or community projects. Many 
of these priority connections are being targeted for design and implementation 
funding by partners including the Department of Transportation, the Department of 
Recreation and Parks, the Department of Public Works, the Baltimore Development 
Corporation, the Rails to Trails Conservancy, and the Baltimore Metropolitan Council. 

The Baltimore Green Network Plan presents one scenario for the implementation 
of priority corridors.  Other scenarios are also possible. As other master planning 
efforts evolve—such as the Citywide Comprehensive Transportation Plan just get-
ting underway—future evaluation of priority corridors will take place to determine 
which routes are implemented.
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CORRIDORS AND NODES AS THE GREEN NETWORK 
Together, these nodes and corridors form a system that is greater than the sum of 
its parts.  While each piece serves a particular purpose and provides specific types 
of benefits, these opportunities and connections also serve to enhance and com-
plement our city’s existing green assets and the continued expansion and enhance-
ment of the city’s Green Network.

These opportunities also work with and reinforce many other initiatives currently un-
derway by the City and its partners. This is a key strength of the Green Network Vision.

For example, strategic acquisition and demolition of vacant properties is a central 
tactic of implementing this plan. Staff at the Department of Planning have worked 
closely with the Department of Housing and Community Development to ensure 
that pilot projects identified in this plan (especially for the Focus Area Plans in the 
following section) are prioritized, and can be completed with both local funding 
as well as the State of Maryland’s Project C.O.R.E. program for strategic demo-
lition and revitalization.2  Similarly, the Departments of Planning and of Housing 
and Community Development are working closely to coordinate strategic rehabil-
itation, demolition, and greening in our INSPIRE planning areas surrounding 21st 
Century School sites.3 

There are many more examples of integration between this Green Network Vision 
and the City’s current efforts.  The Green Network falls under the umbrella of the 
Baltimore Sustainability Plan, and will support implementation of many of the strat-
egies and actions identified in the plan. Greening efforts will also help fulfill the re-
quirements of the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Permit (known as MS4); 
this permit requires the City to treat impervious surfaces and stormwater runoff to 
reduce pollutants that harm our streams, the Inner Harbor, and the Chesapeake Bay. 
Green Network tree plantings will support the City’s tree canopy goals, in concert 
with the TreeBaltimore program. For the City’s strong network of non-profit groups 
with environmental missions, the Green Network Vision is a tool for fundraising, and 
to help prioritize their work. Green Network corridors will complement the imple-
mentation of Baltimore’s Bicycle Master Plan and Bikeshare program, as well the 
LINCS program, which aims to revitalize the City’s “Main Street” retail districts.4 

2 Project C.O.R.E. stands for “Creating Opportunities for Renewal and Enterprise.” 
3 INSPIRE, a Department of Planning program, stands for “Investing in Neighborhoods and Schools to Promote Improvement, Revitalization, and Excellence.”  
4 LINCS, an interagency City partnership, stands for “Leveraging Investment in Neighborhood Corridors.” 
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The Breakthrough mural at German Park in Resevoir Hill, a partnership between INSPIRE  
and the Art at Work program.

Other efforts sharing synergies with the Baltimore Green Network:

• Implementation of Healthcare Institutions’ Community Health Assessments
• 21st Century Parks Master Plan
• Disaster Preparedness Project and Plan (DP3)
• Homegrown Baltimore Urban Agriculture Plan
• Anchor Institution Strategy
• Neighborhood Master Plans
• Citywide Comprehensive Transportation Plan

In synergy with other City initiatives, the nodes and corridors of the Green 
Network link communities across the city with each other and with schools, parks, 
shopping areas, and jobs. They also provide opportunities for community revital-
ization and new open spaces for recreation and enjoying nature. By connecting 
nature and community, a new vision for a greener, healthier, and more sustainable 
city takes shape.
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VISUAL GLOSSARY  
The Visual Glossary, found in Section VG, provides specific examples of how the 
nodes and corridors of the Green Network Vision can transform the city.

The Visual Glossary can serve as a guide to how different node and corridor types 
could translate into projects, and how those projects could potentially look in our 
neighborhoods, based on existing examples from Baltimore and other cities. This 
can be a tool used by planners and communities as part of the design process as 
they transition from “idea” to “concept” to “project.” The examples correspond 
with two categories of corridors: Community Corridors and Nature Corridors, and 
four categories of nodes: Community Nodes, Nature Nodes, Existing Open Space 
Nodes, and Anchor Institution Nodes.

The Visual Glossary also serves as a guide for understanding how different types of 
improvements, projects, or practices can provide or support benefits such as eco-
nomic development, beautification, quality of life, and enhanced environmental 
quality. Each page includes symbols describing how the design or practice benefits 
the community and the environment.

Page from 
the Visual 
Glossary
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