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A. GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
bike lane: A public right-of-way containing a striped bike lane, without separation.

bike path, or bike trail: An off-road bicycle route.

bike share: A system that supports short, point-to-point trips by allowing users to 
pick up a bicycle at a self-service station and return it to any other station. Users 
pay per-use, or for a monthly subscription.

bioretention: A low area with plantings for the purpose of collecting stormwater 
runoff, filtering out contaminants, and slowly releasing the water into the soil or 
the storm drain system.

bioswales: A stormwater management strategy, these are landscape elements that 
reduce or remove silt and pollution from water. 

boulevard: A wide urban street lined with trees, often with a median.

bus rapid transit (BRT): A separated right-of-way used only for bus traffic.

bump-out: Also called a curb extension, a bump-out narrows a street, often by 
extending the curb into the parking lane of a road.  Bump-outs can be used to slow 
traffic, make crossing distances shorter for pedestrians by extending the sidewalk, 
or accommodate planting areas or bioretention areas for beautification and storm-
water management.

complete street: A public right-of-way that is planned, designed, operated, and 
maintained to ensure safe, convenient, and comfortable travel and access for users 
of all ages and abilities, regardless of their mode of transportation. In practice, this 
means including safe and attractive bike and pedestrian access, along with public 
transportation (if available), and drive lanes. A complete street should also include 
tree canopy, bioswales and other linear stormwater management practices. 

corridor: A linear space that provides safe, comfortable movement within and be-
tween neighborhoods for both humans and wildlife.  A corridor could be a street, 
trail, stream, boulevard, or other linear space that creates connections and oppor-
tunity for movement. Corridors are one of two critical elements of the Baltimore 
Green Network (see also “nodes”). 

cycle track, or protected bike lane: A public right-of-way containing a separated 
bike route.

critical area: A ribbon of land within 1,000 feet of the tidal influence of the 
Chesapeake Bay determined to be crucial to protect from negative impacts of 
intense development, because of the direct and immediate effects on the health of 
the Bay. 

daylighting: Restoring a buried stream to the surface through a pipe, which creates 
a water feature. 

dedicated bus lane: A fully-painted lane in the right-of-way used only for public 
transportation and bicycles (or, occasionally, turning vehicles). 

forest patch: An area of at least 10,000 square feet that is filled with large trees, 
understory plants, and a “floor” of vegetation and decomposing leaves.
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exercise trail, or exercise loop: A linear or looping trail, often within a park, con-
taining exercise equipment.

green infrastructure: An approach to slow and filter stormwater runoff using soils, 
vegetation, and other elements to mimic natural processes. Bioretention areas and 
rain gardens are two types of green infrastructure.

greenway: A long narrow piece of land serving as a trail corridor and, in some cas-
es, also as a wildlife corridor.

hiking path or trail: A walking path, of varying degrees of difficulty, which travers-
es a natural area or takes the user off existing roads.
 
linear park: An elongated public park that may extend along a stream corridor or 
along several blocks within the city. 

median trail: A bike trail or sidewalk set within the median of a boulevard, creating 
a greenway connection within the median. 

native: Describes plants, animals, soils, or other natural elements that are normally 
found or have historically been present in a particular geographic area or region.

node: A destination for people and nature to meet. Nodes might be parks, rec-
reation areas, forest patches, open spaces for gathering or play, or green spaces 
within new development areas. Nodes are one of the two critical elements of the 
Baltimore Green Network (see also “corridors”).  

non-native: Plants, animals, soils, or other natural elements that have been intro-
duced to a geographic area or region from another region or country.

park: Public land made available for active or passive recreation through infra-
structure and programming. 

parkway: A wide roadway, commonly with a median of lawn or trees running 
along the middle, sometimes also having wide strips of lawn or trees between the 
curb and sidewalk.

pocket park: A small neighborhood park, on an individual land parcel, tucked into 
an already-developed block that is genuinely functional for local community uses 
and has an effective maintenance regime. This is distinguished from a “Clean and 
Green” temporary greening approach.

protected bike lane: See “cycle track.”

redlining: The practice of denying services to residents in certain parts of a city 
based on racial or ethnic composition. 

riparian buffer: A forested edge along waterways (rivers and streams), typically 50 
to 150 feet wide, that provides shade and ideal habitat conditions for wildlife that 
use the stream. The buffer also serves to protect the waterway by providing filtra-
tion of surface runoff and stabilization of the banks through vegetation (roots). 

sharrow: A shared-lane marking placed in the travel lane to indicate where people 
should preferably cycle, and to remind drivers to “share the road.”
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square: A public park, fronted an all sides by streets lined with houses and busi-
nesses, which serves as a focal point for a neighborhood. 

traffic calming: Street design elements (such as speed humps and bump-outs) and 
other measures (signage) that can encourage drivers to travel more slowly and 
carefully, making streets safer for drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

transit-oriented development: A type of development that includes a mixture of 
housing, retail, offices, and other uses and amenities into a pedestrian-oriented 
neighborhood environment located near train stations or transit stops.
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B. HABITAT-RELATED BIRD ASSEMBLAGES
Increasing or developing habitat for the following bird assemblages as part of the 
creation or improvement of Green Network nodes or corridors can help to in-
crease biodiversity in Baltimore. 

Habitat-Related Bird Assemblages

Resident/Breeding Migrating/
Wintering

Locations in the 
City

Estuarine 
Waterways

Great blue heron 
(Ardea Herodias), 
Osprey (Pandion 
haliaetus), 
Mallard (Anas 
platyrhynchos)

American blackduck 
(Anas rubripes), 
American coot 
(Fulica americana), 
Lesser scaup (Aythya 
affinis)

Ft McHenry, 
Southwest Park, 
Baltimore Harbor, 
Masonville Cove

Shoreline/
Riparian 
Zones

Yellow warbler 
(Setophaga pe-
techia), Eastern 
kingbird (Tyrannus 
tyrannus)

Cooper’s hawk 
(Accipiter coope-
rii), Yellow-rumped 
warbler (Setophaga 
coronate)

Ft McHenry, 
Masonville Cove, 
SW Area

Parks/
Woodlots

Eastern woodpeck-
er, Baltimore oriole 
(Icterus galbula), 
Blue-grey gnat 
catcher (Polioptila 
caerulea)

White-breasted 
nuthatch (Sitta 
carolinensis), Yellow-
rumped warbler 
(Setophaga coro-
nate), Eastern phoe-
be (Sayornis phoebe)

Cylburn, Druid 
Hill, Herring Run, 
Patterson Park, 
Wyman Park

Open Space/ 
Fields/
Gardens/
Meadows

American goldfinch 
(Spinus tristis), 
Eastern blue-
bird (Sialia sialis), 
Killdeer (Charadrius 
vociferous), Ruby-
throated humming-
bird (Archilochus 
colubris)

Dark-eyed junco 
(Junco hyemalis), 
White-throated 
sparrow (Zonotrichia 
albicollis)

Various locations

Lakes/
Reservoirs

Red-billed grebe, 
Yellow-crowned 
night heron 
(Nyctanassa viola-
cea), Red-winged 
blackbird (Agelaius 
phoeniceus)

Common loon (Gavia 
immer), Ruddyduck 
(Oxyura jamaicen-
sis), Red-breasted 
merganser (Mergus 
serrator)

Druid Hill, Lake 
Montebello, Lake 
Roland, Patterson 
Park, Cylburn
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Habitat-Related Bird Assemblages

Resident/Breeding Migrating/
Wintering

Locations in the 
City

Forested 
Parks/ 
Interior 
Forest

Red-shouldered 
hawk (Buteo linea-
tus), Red-eyed vireo 
(Vireo olivaceus), 
Acadian flycatch-
er (Empidonax 
virescens)

White-breasted 
nuthatch (Sitta 
carolinensis), Ruby-
crowned kinglet 
(Regulus calendu-
la), Yellow-rumped 
warbler (Setophaga 
coronate)

Druid Hill, Gwynns 
Falls, Leakin Park, 
Cylburn

Scrub/Shrub 
Thickets

Common yel-
low-throat 
(Geothlypis tri-
chas), Yellow 
warbler (Setophaga 
petechia)

Yellow-rumped 
warbler (Setophaga 
coronate), White-
crowned spar-
row (Zonotrichia 
leucophrys)

Various parks, edges 
and rights of way

Built 
Structures

Barn swallow 
(Hirundo rustica), 
Peregrine falcon 
(Falco peregrinus), 
Chimney swift 
(Chaetura pelagica)

N/A Urban development 
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C. GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS 
BCDF – Baltimore City Department of Finance

BCRP – Baltimore City Department of Recreation and Parks

BDC – Baltimore Development Corporation

BOPA – Baltimore Office of Promotion and the Arts

CIP – Capital Improvement Program

DNR – Maryland Department of Natural Resources

DOP – Baltimore City Department of Planning 

DOT – Baltimore City Department of Transportation

DPW – Baltimore City Department of Public Works

ECB – Baltimore City Environmental Control Board

GGI – Growing Green Initiative

HABC – Housing Authority of Baltimore City 

HCD – Baltimore City Department of Housing and Community Development

INSPIRE – Investing in Neighborhoods and Schools to Promote Improvement, 
Revitalization, and Excellence

LINCS – Leveraging Investments in Neighborhood Corridors

MCC – Mayor and City Council

MDHCD – Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development

MOED – Mayor’s Office of Employment Development

MPA – Maryland Port Administration

MS4 – Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System

MTA – Maryland Transit Administration

TIF - Tax Increment Financing

TIGER - Transportation Investments Generating Economic Recovery grants 

Project CORE - Creating Opportunities for Renewal and Enterprise 
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D. DATES AND LOCATIONS OF PUBLIC INPUT MEETINGS 
Citywide Meetings
June 15, 2016  Mother Seton Academy
November 16, 2016 Humanim/The American Brewery Building 
November 30, 2016 Lillian Jones Recreation Center
May 22, 2017  Humanim/The American Brewery Building
May 25, 2017  Saint Benedict Church
March 15, 2018 Mother Seton Academy

Focus Area Meetings
Southwest:
October 13, 2016 Kadesh House of Prayer
October 20, 2016 Kadesh House of Prayer
April 20, 2017  Kadesh House of Prayer

West:
November 1, 2016 Roots and Branches School
November 15, 2016 Roots and Branches School
February 15, 2017 Roots and Branches School
April 27, 2017  Roots and Branches School

Central:
November 9, 2016 Druid Heights CDC
January 18, 2017 Druid Heights CDC
April 24, 2017  Druid Heights CDC

East: 
(Meetings held as part of the East Baltimore Revitalization Project)
April 2016  Morgan State University
September 2016 Southern Baptist Church
February 2017  Southern Baptist Church 
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E. DATA LAYERS REFERENCED IN ANALYSIS 
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F. BALTIMORE’S PAST OPEN SPACE PLANNING EFFORTS 
by Eric Holcomb, 
Director of the Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation (CHAP) 

Throughout Baltimore’s history, open space has been an integral part of 
Baltimore’s development, and the topic of much planning and debate. The cur-
rent Green Network Vision fits into a long, rich tradition of open space planning in 
Baltimore. The following historical narrative chronicles how Baltimoreans used and 
designed open space, placing the current effort into a historical perspective.  

Olmsted’s Plan, courtesy of Friends of Maryland’s Olmsted Parks and Landscapes, Inc.
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The Early Days
In 18th-century Baltimore, creating open space was not a priority; in fact, town 
commissioners worked hard to get rid of it. In 1729, the original town commission-
ers laid out 60 lots, and sold them in one-acre parcels to individuals with the cave-
at “that such Taker-up or Purchaser build and finish, within eighteen months after 
such his Entry made, such House.”  If the owner failed to build, the lot would be 
confiscated and sold to someone else. By the 1790s, Baltimore comprised approx-
imately 3,000 houses.  Between 1790 and 1820 the population grew from 13,500 
to 62,700, and the city spread out accordingly.  

During the explosive growth of the city in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, 
open space in the form of roadways and access to the Inner harbor became crucial 
planning activities. This growth prompted the city to incorporate in 1797, which 
gave Baltimore limited power to legislate. The newly formed Mayor and City 
Council set up a commission to open streets and a port warden to regulate the 
access of deep water in the Inner Harbor. In 1816, a commission was appointed 
to create a street plan that covered the area within the city’s recently expand-
ed boundaries. This plan influenced the growth of the city throughout the 19th 
century. 

During this time, open space was planned and legislated mostly for pragmatic pur-
poses—roads and port access. For recreation, Baltimoreans were informally using 
the open space readily available to them.  This use was not the result of official 
government action, but rather of “kids being kids.” The most popular informal 
open space was Howards Woods, located just north of the city—where the Mount 
Vernon neighborhood is today. 
 
Early 19th Century
By the 1810s, Baltimoreans began planning for more kinds of open space. The 
Mayor and City Council began to value the open space surrounding the springs in 
order to try and protect the city’s water source, appointing a commission which 
also took control of the Eastern and Western fountains, embellishing the springs. 
Consequently, these Springs became the center of outdoor social life.  In addition, 
the city acquired open space for monuments, including 0.2 acres of land acquired 
in 1815 for the Battle Monument, as well as land donated for the Washington 
Monument. 

By the 1820s the population of the City grew to more than 62,000.  The first park 
solely created for recreational purposes was the donation of a six-acre parcel by 
William Patterson, which eventually grew into Patterson Park. A year later, the city 
laid out four squares with the Washington Monument as its center. At the same 
time, building lots were laid out fronting on the four squares—one of Baltimore’s 
earliest examples of designed open space being tied to residential real estate.  
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In 1838, the Romantic Cemetery movement came to Baltimore. Greenmount 
Cemetery was designed with picturesque principles and a landscape that contrast-
ed with the street grid. Cemeteries were used like parks and helped to introduce 
the idea of “country in the city.” Park pundits at the time argued that picturesque 
designed open-space in urban areas positively affected residents’ health and mor-
ally uplifted their spirits.   

For the first half of 19th-century Baltimore, permanent open space became a topic 
of serious debate because of the stress urban development placed on the city—the 
smell, open sewers, cleaning out of outhouses, and storm water run-off. Finally in 
the 1850s, when the City was financially capable, it selectively acquired and set 
aside permanent park land.  

Between the late 1830s through the 1850s, real estate developers donated land 
(or sold it inexpensively) for London-style squares and boulevards: Mt. Vernon 
Squares (1815), Franklin Square (1839), Jackson Square (1844, now the Betty Hyatt 
Community Park), Union Square (1847), Eutaw Place Squares (1851), and Lafayette 
Square (1859). The City bought Broadway Square, Federal Hill, and Ashland Square. 

In 1859, the City tied the creation of Druid Hill and expansion of Patterson Park to a 
dedicated funding stream provided by streetcar companies. At this time, streetcar 
companies were looking for franchises from the City to lay track on public streets. 
The City made sure that 20 percent of gross proceeds from the streetcar compa-
nies would go to funding the acquisition and development of park land. Out of this 
deal, Baltimore acquired land and funded the design for Druid Hill Park.
  
Between 1860 and 1904, Baltimore added more than 1,300 acres of park land, 
divided into 32 parcels.  Almost half of this acreage comprised Druid Hill Park (573 
acres) and the expansion of Patterson Park (106 acres).  The rest of varied from 
large parks such as Carroll Park, Clifton Park, and the expansion of Patterson Park, 
to small squares and parks such as Harlem Park, Johnston Square, Riverside Park 
and Latrobe Park. Smaller parcels were acquired to ornament street intersections, 
such as Frick Triangle, Liberty Triangle, Perkins Square, as well as medians for road 
beds such as on Park Avenue, Fulton Avenue, and Wilkens Avenue).  

Expanding Parks in the 20th Century 
In 1891, The City expanded the authority to use the dedicated streetcar funding 
for the acquisition, development and maintenance of all public parks.  This allowed 
for the 20th century funding of a large-scale, strategic expansion of Baltimore’s 
park system.

With funding in place, this expansion was guided by comprehensive, well-consid-
ered plans on park expansion. In 1902, the Baltimore Municipal Arts Society re-
tained the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architects firm to create a comprehensive 
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report on creating parkland in the outer areas of Baltimore (which became part of 
the city in 1918). The report urged the city to acquire parkland for open space, and 
was continually updated throughout the first half of the 20th century.

During Baltimore’s Olmsted era (1904-1945), guided by comprehensive park plans, 
the City acquired 2,678 acres of park land. This included many of our larger parks 
today—Gwynns Falls, Herring Run, Chinquapin Run, Stony Run, Jones Falls, Moore’s 
Run, Western Run, Powder Mill, and the Dead Run Parks. During this time, smaller 
parks were created as well as parkways—33rd Street, Gwynn Falls Parkway, and 
the Uplands Parkway. 

The 1904 Olmsted plan pragmatically implemented a bold vision. The Olmsted 
firm sought to acquire parkland in areas where it was most affordable—which 
often meant stream valleys located in undeveloped suburban areas. These water-
ways were also some of Baltimore’s most picturesque landscapes, capturing the 
terrain of the fault line between the Piedmont Plateau and the Coastal Plain.  The 
plans carefully organized active recreational use within the pastoral, picturesque 
scenery of the stream valleys. Coordinating “passive use” with “active use” of 
open space became a model in Baltimore.  

In 1932, efforts to reduce the dedicated funding for park acquisition and mainte-
nance led to an ordinance and a special committee that ultimately reduced the 
budget of the Department of Recreation and Parks. During this time, the United 
Railways and Electric Company began competing in earnest against automobile 
use; the dedicated funding from streetcar franchises withered away as the last 
streetcars closed in the early 1960s. 
 
From the 1960s through Today
The shape and use of open space in Baltimore changed in the second half of the 
20th century. Some changes were for the better: As early as the 1960s, Baltimore 
began planning for the revitalization of the Inner Harbor. The most important 
aspect of the plan was the promenade, planned in the mid-1970s, which first tied 
the National Aquarium to Rash field; eventually, it extended to connect more than 
seven miles of waterfront together (a successful forbearer of the Green Network 
Vision for connection and walkability). The promenade connected the waterfront 
both physically and visually to the fabric of the city, including historic and contem-
porary neighborhoods and diverse uses.
  
Despite the pedestrian progress with the Inner Harbor promenade, another trend 
was reversing green space in the 1950s and 60s, as pedestrian linkages receded in 
the wake of highway development. The changing use of roadways first and fore-
most changed the scale of open space needed for road construction. It also re-
duced road use, which formerly included diverse transportation methods, down to 
a single purpose—automobile speed. For the transportation planner of the 1950s 
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and 1960s, open space primarily meant one thing: space for future highways. 
Leakin Park, Federal Hill and even Fort McHenry were planned to become road-
bed. This philosophy clashed with recreational and other uses in Baltimore; whole 
neighborhoods were condemned and many more recommended for demolition.  

In part because of the automobile, a trend in privatization of open space since 
World War II has also changed Baltimore’s open space. In the 1910s and 1920s, 
during Baltimore’s first large wave of suburbanization, virtually every detached 
house, duplex, and rowhouse sported a front porch and overlooked the street; 
together, all of the front yards in a neighborhood created a single green swathe, 
making the houses look like they sat in a park. Later, front porches were no longer 
being built and back yards started to be used more and more for recreation. The 
increase of privately held green space has had an impact on how we use public 
parks. 
 
Although private gardens are as popular as ever, the longing for democratic 
communal open space has surged, and advocacy organizations are spurring park 
improvements. Friends groups, environmental groups, and advocacy groups have 
become numerous and have put more attention on park improvements.  Even rec-
reation groups such as the Baltimore Urban Baseball Association and the Baltimore 
Gaelic Athletic Association participate in the stewardship of the parks.  As resi-
dents of Baltimore, our relationship with open space will continually change to 
accommodate our needs and desires.  
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G. FOCUS AREA PLAN PILOT PROJECT SUMMARIES
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35 Mile Loop 
Construction of  13 additional miles of trail  for active users to fill gaps in order to create a  continuous 35 mile loop or two 
roughly 15 miles loops joined by the joins Falls Trail. 
Next steps: 
 Purchase the abandoned Norfolk Southern Corridor in SE Baltimore. Determine who will manage construction. (Likely DOT) 

 Create an agreement with BGE  to design and construct a trail in the Orangeville Corridor  

 For DOT to fund (TAP) and construct the 33rd Street, Gwynns Falls Parkway, and Middle Branch Corridors 

 To determine which agency will manage  construct ion of  the Orangeville Corridor 

 To ensure DoP, DoT, BCRP are prioritizing outreach, design and construction of these segments 

Location: The loop connects North, South, East, 
and West Baltimore. As well as dozens of 
neighborhoods, institutions, and employment 
centers. 

City Agencies: DOT, BCRP, DOP Partners: Rails to Trails, BGE, Norfolk 
Southern 

 
 

 

BALTIMORE GREEN NETWORK PILOT PROJECT 

35 Mile Loop 
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Segment Miles Next Steps
Potential 
Partners Cost

Estimated Total 
Cost

ROW acquisition
Mayor's Office, 
DOP 500,000.00$        

Constructions docs DOT 450,000.00$        
Construction DOT 3,600,000.00$    
Path Management DOT
MOA with BGE BCRP, BGE, DOT
Construction Docs BCRP, DOT 330,000.00$        
Construction BCRP, DOT 2,700,000.00$    
Path Management BCRP, DOT
Path design concepts DOT, R2T, DOP
Construction documents DOT 450,000.00$        
Construction DOT 3,600,000.00$    
Path management DOT
Path design concepts DOT, R2T, DOP R2T
Construction documents DOT 515,000.00$        
Construction DOT 4,230,000.00$    
Path management DOT
Path design concepts DOT, R2T
Construction documents DOT 450,000.00$        
Construction DOT 3,600,000.00$    
Path management DOT

Total 12.4 20,425,000$        

South Baltimore 
connection 2

 $          4,550,000 

 $          3,030,000 

 $          4,050,000 

 $          4,745,000 

 $          4,050,000 

33rd Street 
Corridor 3.7

1.5

Gwynns Falls 
Corridor 2.5

35 Mile Loop

Norfolk Southern 
SE Connector 2.7

Orangeville BGE 
Corridor

July 19, 2018 
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Druid Square (2.7 acres) 
Druid Heights Neighborhood 
A public square in this community‐identified location could provide residents access to high‐quality green space, 
including active space and a Kaboom playground; it could also become the asset needed to attract renovation and 
development to the surrounding residential blocks. This new park would support the Bakers View Townhomes (500 
block of Baker Street), and would increase absorbent surfaces, by removing the Etting Street and vacant buildings; thus 
improving water quality. 
Next steps: 
 The identified location includes 88 total properties: 60 vacant lots, 19 vacant buildings, and 9 occupied structures; 
non‐City owned properties will need to be acquired, and properties on Druid Hill Avenue will need to be demolished.     
 Identification of funding for acquisition, demolition, and green renovation is underway. 

 A design process with existing neighborhood residents will be conducted to plan the new park. 

Estimated Completion: 

Fall, 2021 (Gap funding 
will determine timeline) 

Location: Square bordered by 
Baker Street, Druid Hill 
Avenue, Gold Street, and 
Division Street 

City Agencies:  DOP; HCD; 
BCRP 

Partners:  Druid Heights CDC 

BALTIMORE GREEN NETWORK PILOT PROJECT 

DRUID SQUARE 
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Sept. 24, 2018 
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Harlem Park Inner Blocks 

Utilize the standard set by Parks and People in its renovation of several inner block parks.  The treatments include clean‐up, 
removal of old pavement, new lawn and pervious pavers, tree pruning and park furniture.  In addition, demolishing carefully 
selected vacant and blighted buildings bordering these spaces can open up the inner block parks, better connecting them to 
the neighborhood and creating a more contiguous Green Network in Harlem Park. This will make them more accessible and 
less hidden. This inner‐block based portion of the Green Network should also be connected to a proposed path south of 
West Franklin Street. 

Next steps: 

 Identify demolition, acquisition, and relocation needs for the extension of each of the inner blocks; non City‐owned 
properties will need to be acquired through tax sale or other means (2‐4 year process).     

 Identification of funding for demolition, relocation, acquisition, and green renovation is underway. 

Location: Inner blocks located 
between W Franklin Street, N 
Carrollton Ave, N Calhoun Street, and 
W Lafayette Ave.   

City Agencies:  DOP, 
HCD, DOT, BCRP, and 
DPW 

Partners:  Harlem Park Community Association, 
Neighborhood Design Center, Parks and People 

BALTIMORE GREEN NETWORK PILOT PROJECT 

HARLEM PARK INNER BLOCKS 
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Martin Luther King Boulevard to West Baltimore MARC Community Corridor 
A path has been started immediately south of W. Franklin Street that includes lighting and exercise equipment.  The project 
envisioned here would extend the path east to Martin Luther King Boulevard and west to the West Baltimore MARC Station and 
Baltimore LINC Hub. Extending about 1.5 miles, this project has recreational and transportation benefits. 
Next steps:    
 Worked with DOT to apply for a $400,000 Bikeways Grant Application. Grants to be awarded by Fall 2018 

Location: The W. Franklin Street corridor 
between Martin Luther King Boulevard and 
the West Baltimore MARC Station/Baltimore 
LINC Hub. 

City Agencies: DOT, MTA, DOP Partners: Harlem Park Neighborhood 
Council, Harlem Park West Community 
Association,  Heritage Crossing 
Residents Association, Midtown-
Edmondson Avenue Improvement 
Association, Midtown-Edmondson 
Homeowner's Association 

BALTIMORE GREEN NETWORK PILOT PROJECT 

MLK to MARC Corridor 
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Already Built (0.5 miles) To be built: (1 mile) City or State Owned: (100%)
Action Cost Timeline (Subject to funding)
Apply for design funds Staff time April 2018-June 2018
Grant funds awarded September 2018-Novemeber 2018
Design contract awarded January 2019-March 2019
Design Drawings 490,000$                                                                April 2019-July 2019
Construction 2,100,000$                                                            July 2020-November 2020
Contingency 210,000$                                                                
Total 2,800,000$                                                            Completion: Fall 2020
Source of Funds Amount Fiscal Year Allocated
Bikeways Design award 356,000$                                                                FY 2019
Allocated City Capital Funding (DOT Local $94,000 FY 2018 and FY 2019
Additional Funding Needed 2,350,000$                                                            Bikeways 2019/Local matching funds
Maintenance Plan BCRP Operating On-going
* Assumes successful design and construction grant awards

MLK to MARC Corridor (1.5 miles)

July 19, 2018 
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             Current Funding is for Phase I.  Rendering Shows Construction of All Phases 
 
Racheal Wilson Firefighter Memorial  (0.72 acres) 
100 Block of S. Calverton Road 
A commemorative garden is under design to honor Racheal Wilson, a firefighter/EMT recruit who passed away in the 
line of duty at the site. Envisioned as a Baltimore City Park, the garden would include a fenced area, a children’s play 
space, and a gathering area. 

Next steps: 

 Non‐City‐owned properties will need to be acquired in 2 years. 
 Identification of funding for demolition, relocation, and green renovation is underway. 
 Existing area to be fenced, and community engagement to continue design process. 

Estimated 
Completion: 

Spring 2020 

  

Location: 

Boyd Booth 
Neighborhood 

City 
Agencies:  DOP; 
HCD; BCRP 

Partners:  Racheal Wilson Family; Boyd Booth Community 
Association; Neighborhood Design Center; African American 
Firefighters Association; Bon Secours Community Works 

 
 
 
 

BALTIMORE GREEN NETWORK PILOT PROJECT 

Racheal Wilson Memorial 
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Smithson Park   

Sandtown‐Winchester Neighborhood  

There is significant planned demolition at this site, which should be developed into a new, large neighborhood park, per the 
Focus Area community charrette process. 

Next steps: 

 Identify demolition and relocation needs for the park footprint; non City‐owned properties will need to be acquired through 
tax sale or other means (2‐4 year process).   

 Identification of funding for demolition, relocation, acquisition, and green renovation is underway. 

Location: 4 acres Bounded by Riggs Ave, N 
Carey Street, N Arlington Street, and 
Mosher Street. 

City Agencies: 
DOP, HCD, 
BCRP 

Partners: Sandtown South Neighborhood Alliance, Western 
District Community Relations Council 

 
 

BALTIMORE GREEN NETWORK PILOT PROJECT 

SMITHSON PARK 
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Vincent Park Expansion (Proposed park footprint subject to change based on community and developer interests) 

 
Franklin Square Neighborhood 
A large number of vacant properties in a section of West Baltimore have been identified as an opportunity to expand 
Vincent Street Park. A significant expansion of the park could make room to add sports fields and other active recreation 
uses, to better meet the needs of the community, which has limited playing fields nearby. The proximity of this green space 
opportunity to the Baltimore Street retail corridor could also strengthen interest in reinvestment in surrounding vacant 
buildings.  
Next steps:    
 Work with HCD to acquire needed parcels. 

 Identify funding for acquisition, demolition, and park construction  

 Conduct a design process with residents and stakeholders 

Location: 5.7 acres south of Vine Street, east 
of N. Bruce Street, north of W. Baltimore 
Street, and west of N. Gilmor Street. 

City Agencies: HCD, BCRP, DOP  Community Partners: Southwest 
Partnership, Franklin Square 
Neighborhood Association 

BALTIMORE GREEN NETWORK PILOT PROJECT 

VINCENT PARK EXPANSION 
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Park Heights Avenue   

Park Heights Neighborhood  

There are a series of greening initiatives, including planting street trees, greening seven lots, recreating a parking lot as a 
community‐managed open space, and placing a series of sculptures along Park Heights Avenue for a year to enhance 
and draw interest to this important corridor. In addition, estimates are being developed for stabilizing vacant homes on 
key blocks and providing them with decorative boarding treatments.  

Next steps: 

 Identify additional greening opportunities to create a more healthy corridor along Park Heights Avenue (2‐4 year 
process).   

 Identification of funding for green renovation is underway. 

Location:  3500 to 5400 block of Park 
Heights Avenue with a vacant, city‐owned 
parking lot at 3100 Spaulding Avenue 

City Agencies: 
DOP, HCD, 
BCRP 

Partners:  Park Heights Renaissance, Civic Works, Holy 
Nativity/St. John’s Development Corporation, LifeBridge, 
Pimlico Community Development Authority 

BALTIMORE GREEN NETWORK PILOT PROJECT 

PARK HEIGHTS AVENUE 
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Action Cost Timeline (Subject to funding)
Raised Benches, Fencing, Trees 49,392$                                                             2019
Greening‐4201 Block of Park Heights 20,000$                                                             2019
Greening‐3100 Spaulding 30,000$                                                             2019
Street Trees 25,000$                                                             TBD
Artistic Boarding 25,000$                                                             TBD
Community Contests 10,000$                                                             TBD
Additional Greening  120,608$                                                           TBD
Total 280,000$                                                            
Source of Funds Amount Fiscal Year Allocated
Allocated City Capital Funding 30,000$                                                             FY2019
Pimlico Local Impact Aid $250,000 FY2018

Park Heights Avenue Greening

Sept. 13, 2018 
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H. IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX
The Summary Implementation Matrix lists proposed recommendations and pilot 
projects, and identifies a timeframe for accomplishing each, and identifies key en-
tities responsible for implementing them.  This will serve as a guide for the City, its 
partners and the community in implementing the BGN for years to come.

Implementation timeframes fall into these categories:

• Ongoing: Already underway and expected to continue
• Immediate: Underway within 3 months
• Short Term: 1-2 Years
• Mid Term: 3-5 Years
• Long Term: 5+ Years

Recommendations Timeframe Agencies
Recommendations - Process & Policies
1a. Ensure that neighborhoods where 
new green amenities are developed re-
main affordable for all income levels.

Ongoing MCC, DOP, HCD

1b. Address short-term operational bot-
tlenecks for green space projects. Immediate DOP, HCD, DOT, DPW, 

BCRP
1c. Study a potential overhaul of core 
approval processes for green space 
projects.

Short Term HCD, DPW, DOT

1d. Use existing city resources to fill 
resource gaps. Ongoing MCC, DPW, BCRP, 

DOT, HCD
1e. Increase support for communi-
ty-driven and privately-sponsored green 
space projects

Ongoing DOP, BCRP, MCC, 
HCD, ECB

1f. Establish a robust green space work-
force development program Mid Term MOED, DPW, BCRP, 

DOP
1g. Ensure predictability, transparency, 
and fairness for green space projects Short Term DOP, HCD, BCRP, 

DPW, DOT
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Recommendations Timeframe Agencies
Recommendations - Communications & Engagement
2a. Establish processes to ensure all out-
reach is inclusive. Ongoing DOP

2b. Host public meetings at multiple, 
accessible locations. Ongoing DOP

2c. Explore partnerships, art projects, 
and other creative outlets to deepen 
engagement.

Short Term BOPA, HCD, MCC

Recommendations - Land, Open Space, and Natural Resource Management
3a. Follow best practices for resource 
management. Ongoing BCRP, DPW, DOP

3b. Strategically acquire new, high-priori-
ty open spaces. Ongoing HCD, BCRP, DOP

3c. Design to reflect Baltimore’s unique 
natural character and Green Network. Ongoing DOP, HCD, DPW, 

BCRP
3d. Pursue partnerships for engagement 
and education. Short Term DOP

Recommendations - Funding Sources and Finance Strategies
4a. Elevate the Green Network as a 
priority for City capital distribution and 
other funding.

Immediate MCC, DOP, State 
Delegation

4b. Seek dedicated funding for mainte-
nance of Green Network properties. Immediate DOP, BCRP, MCC

4c. Participate in planning efforts for 
stormwater and other water quality 
investments, to optimize these plans to 
support the Baltimore Green Network.

Ongoing DOP, DPW, BCRP,  
MPA

4d. Secure state and federal funding for 
Green Network implementation. Ongoing

MCC, DOP, DOT, HCD, 
DPW, BCRP, DNR, 
MDHCD, HABC, MPA

4e. Secure private and philan-
thropic funds for Green Network 
implementation.

Ongoing MCC, DOP, HCD,  
BCDF
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Recommendations Timeframe Agencies
Recommendations - Funding Sources and Finance Strategies
4f. Conduct a feasibility study of a new, 
dedicated public revenue source. Short Term MCC, DPW, BCRP, 

ECB
4g. Explore mechanisms to capture an-
ticipated future revenues. Mid Term HCD, DOP, MDHCD, 

BCDF
4h. Create a task force to analyze alter-
native, creative funding opportunities 
for Green Network Projects.

Mid Term DOP, HCD, BCDF

Projects Timeframe Agencies
Pilot Projects

Racheal Wilson Memorial Park Mid Term HCD, BCRP, DPW, 
DOP

Druid Square Mid Term HCD, BCRP, DPW, 
DOP

Smithson  Park Mid Term HCD, BCRP, DPW, 
DOP

Harlem Park Inner Blocks Mid Term HCD, BCRP, DPW, 
DOP

Vincent Park Expansion Mid Term HCD, BCRP, DPW, 
DOP

MLK to MARC Station Path Mid Term MTA, DOT, DOP

33rd Street Connector (35 Mile Loop) Mid Term DOT, DOP, BCRP

Gwynns Falls Connector (35 Mile Loop) Mid Term DOT, DOP, BCRP
Orangeville Utility Corridor Connector 
(35 Mile Loop) Mid Term DOT, DOP, BCRP

Southeast Connector (35 Mile Loop) Mid Term DOT, DOP, BCRP
South Baltimore Connector (35 Mile 
Loop) Mid Term DOT, DOP, BCRP
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I. FUNDING SOURCES OVERVIEW
Existing Funding Sources for Greening Projects

Program Source Type Description
Demolition/Stabilization

Demolition City Capital
Includes city GO bonds, general funds, CDBG, 
and CORE funds for emergency, whole/half-
block, and scattered site demo.

Demolition Project 
CORE/ MSA State funded demolition

Stabilization City Capital Emergency stabilization of non-city owned 
structures

Initial Site Development/Greening

Clean & Green City Capital
Includes greening of demo sites, Care A Lot 
Program, Lots Alive Program, and improve-
ments to other city-owned vacant sites.

Critical Area 
Management 
Program

City Capital

Grants for water quality or habitat improve-
ments. Small amount may go to vacant site 
greening strategies, if applications for such 
project are received/awarded.

Vacant/
Abandoned 
Property Cleaning 
and Boarding

City 
Operating

Cleaning, boarding, proactive mowing, and rat 
control to vacant and unoccupied properties 
cited by housing inspectors

Impervious 
Removal/
Greening

City Capital Remove impervious surfaces and replace with 
vegetated cover at school sites

Baltimore Green 
Network NEW City Capital Projects to support Baltimore Green Network

Urban Forestry City 
Operating

Maintenance of city street and park trees, 
coordination of tree planting

Tree Baltimore City Capital Tree planting
Long-Term Site Development
Park 
Development/
Maintenance

City Capital
Funds for maintenance and upgrades to exist-
ing parks. Little to no park/parkland develop-
ment. Includes State POS (capital portion)

Small SWM BMP’s City Capital Stormwater utility funds for small stormwater 
BMPs
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Program Source Type Description
Long-Term Site Development
Large Stormwater 
BMP City Capital Stormwater utility funds for large stormwater 

BMPs
Citywide Stream 
Restoration City Capital Stormwater utility funds for stream restoration

State Grants**

CBT Watershed 
Assistance Grants Grant

Funds design assistance, watershed plan-
ning, and programmatic development for 
Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP) 
projects.

CBT Green Streets 
Green Jobs Green 
Towns (G3)

Grant
Funds design and implementation of green 
street, vacant lot greening, or urban tree cano-
py projects.

Chesapeake & 
Atlantic Coastal 
Bays Trust Fund

Grant Tree planting, asphalt removal, etc.

Other CBT Grant Other CBT grant opportunities vary
**Project CORE and Program Open Space (capital) 
are included in City capital budgets.
 
Potential Funding Sources for Greening Projects

Program Source Type Description

EPA Section 319 
Nonpoint Source 
Program

Federal - EPA

Provided to implement approved nonpoint 
source management programs, including 
technical assistance, financial assistance, edu-
cation, training, technology transfer, demon-
stration projects, and regulatory programs. 

Brownfields Area-
Wide Planning 
Grant

Federal - EPA

Funds proposals to conduct research and/or 
technical assistance activities that culminate 
in an area-wide plan for brownfields assess-
ment, cleanup and subsequent reuse.

Brownfields 
Assessment 
Grants

Federal - EPA

These Brownfields grants may be used to 
address sites contaminated by petroleum 
and hazardous substances, pollutants, or 
contaminants.

Brownfield Clean 
Up Grants Federal - EPA

Cleanup grants provide funding to carry out 
cleanup activities at brownfields sites. Funds 
may be used to address sites contaminated by 
petroleum and hazardous substances, pollut-
ants, or contaminants.
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Program Source Type Description

EPA Urban Waters 
Small Grants 
Program (UWSG)

Federal - EPA

Funds projects to help local residents and 
their organizations, particularly those in un-
derserved communities, restore their urban 
waters in ways that also benefit community 
and economic revitalization.

CDBG
Federal 
- HUD/State/
Local

CDBG Funds are grants to state and local 
governments that can be spent in a number 
of areas. These include direct home owner-
ship assistance, residential unit rehabilitation, 
commercial facade improvements, child care 
services, and job training services. 

HUD Section 108 Federal 
- HUD

The Section 108 Loan Guarantee Program 
(Section 108) provides communities with a 
source of financing for economic develop-
ment, housing rehabilitation, public facilities, 
and other physical development projects, 
including improvements to increase their resil-
ience against natural disasters.

DOT’s 
Transportation 
Alternatives 
Program

Federal 
- DOT

Provides funding for programs and projects 
including on- and off-road pedestrian and bi-
cycle facilities, environmental mitigation, rec-
reational trail program projects, safe routes 
to school projects, and projects for planning, 
designing, or constructing boulevards.

DOT’s Congestion 
Mitigation and Air 
Quality

Federal 
- DOT

Provides a flexible funding source to State and 
local governments for transportation projects 
and programs to help reduce congestion and 
improve air quality.

Land and Water 
Conservation 
Funding (LWCF) - 
administered at 
state level

Federal - 
National 
Park Service

Provides matching grants to help states and 
local communities protect parks and recre-
ation resources. LWCF funds go to MDE - they 
fund Program Open Space.

Rivers, Trails and 
Conservation 
Assistance (RTCA)

Federal - 
National 
Park Service

Provides facilitation and planning expertise

Outdoor 
Recreation Legacy 
Partnership 
Program (ORLP)

Federal - 
National 
Park Service

Provides funding for expanding outdoor play 
in areas with great need, as well as promot-
ing the development of new or enhanced 
partnerships for outdoor recreation in urban 
communities.
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Program Source Type Description

Urban and 
Community 
Forestry

Federal - 
U.S. Forest 
Service

The U&CF Program administered by Maryland 
DNR protects existing trees and forests by 
implementing and enforcing laws, licensing 
individuals that perform tree care work, and 
training local government employees about 
tree care. 

National 
Endowment for 
the Arts - Our 
Town Program

Federal 
- NEA

Provides limited number of grants that con-
tribute to creative placemaking projects that 
lead to increasing the livability of commu-
nities - including arts engagement, cultural 
planning and design activities.

Clean Water State 
Revolving Funds

State of 
Maryland

CWSRF is a federal-state partnership that pro-
vides communities a permanent, independent 
source of low-cost financing for a wide range 
of water quality infrastructure projects.

Maryland 
Community 
Resilience Grants

State of 
Maryland 

Maryland’s Community Resilience Grant 
Program provides financial and technical as-
sistance to local governments to help address 
the impacts of hazards, including localized 
flooding, storm events and sea level rise.

Program Open 
Space State of 

Maryland

Provides financial and technical assistance to 
local governments for the planning, acquisi-
tion, and/or development of recreation land 
or open space areas.  

Community Parks 
and Playgrounds 
Program

State of 
Maryland

Provides funding for restoring existing and 
creating new park and green space systems in 
Maryland’s cities and towns. 

Permit or Impact 
Fees Local

An impact fee is a fee that is imposed by a 
local government on a new or proposed de-
velopment project to pay for all or a portion 
of the costs of providing public services to the 
new development.

Stormwater 
Utility Fee Local

The Stormwater Fee is a service fee like water, 
sewer, and gas. The fee is to provide a sustain-
able dedicated revenue source for maintain-
ing, operating, and improving the stormwater 
management system, including installing 
practices to improve stormwater quality.
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Program Source Type Description

Tax Increment 
Financing Local

Tax increment financing (TIF) is a tool that 
allows municipalities to promote economic 
development and infrastructure projects by 
earmarking property tax revenue from future 
increases in assessed values

Capital 
Improvement 
Budget

Local

A capital improvement budget identifies 
capital projects and equipment purchases, 
provides a planning schedule and identifies 
options for financing the plan. The budget 
must be adopted by the city council. 

Baltimore City 
Operating Budget Local

Baltimore City has a $2.9 Billion operating 
budget in FY 2018 that funds maintenance 
operations, salaries, and interest payments.

Parking Fees Local 
This is a surcharge on parking rates. The tax in 
the downtown area has been used to fund the 
Charm City Circulator.

Sales Tax State of 
Maryland

Maryland has a 6 percent sales tax. Baltimore 
City does not have a sales tax.

Conservancy 
(like a City Park 
Conservancy)

Local/Other 
(Private, 
Non-profit)

A Conservancy is a private, nonprofit orga-
nization that manages a park under contract 
with a municipality.  Conservancy’s can be 
helpful in attracting private funds.

Social Impact 
Bonds

Private/ 
Other

A public-private partnership that allows 
private (impact) investors to provide upfront 
capital for public projects that deliver social 
and environmental outcomes. If the project 
succeeds, the investors are repaid by the 
Government

Public-Private 
Partnerships (P3)

Private/ 
Other

A public-private partnership (P3) is a contrac-
tual arrangement between a public agency 
(federal, state or local) and a private sector 
entity. Through this agreement, the skills and 
assets of each sector (public and private) are 
shared in delivering a service or facility for the 
use of the general public.

TD Green Street 
Grant Program - 
Arbor Foundation

Private 
Foundation

Through this grant program, municipalities are 
eligible to receive one of ten $20,000 grants 
in support of local forestry projects in low- to 
moderate-income (LMI) neighborhoods. 
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Program Source Type Description
Scotts Miracle Gro 
- Gro1000 Grants

Private 
Foundation

Grants between $500 and $1500 for organiza-
tions to create gardens or green spaces.

Great Urban Parks 
Campaign - JPB 
Foundation

Private 
Foundation

Grants awards have totaled $1.75 million 
for green infrastructure projects in Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, and Denver. Parks and 
People have received grants from the GUPC 
campaign.

USCM/Wells 
Fargo WINS Grant Private

Grant opportunities for eligible non-profit 
organization for neighborhood stabilization, 
economic development, or job creation. Grant 
awards are between $75,000 and $300,000.

National Fish 
and Wildlife 
Foundation - 
Environmental 
Solutions for 
Communities

Private

Supports projects that link economic develop-
ment and community well-being to the health 
of the environment. $15 million was designat-
ed over five years started in 2012.

National Fish 
and Wildlife 
Foundation - 
Five Star and 
Urban Waters 
Restoration

Private

Projects seek to address water quality issues 
in priority watersheds, such as erosion due to 
unstable streambanks, pollution from storm-
water runoff, and degraded shorelines caused 
by development.

Quantified 
Ventures 
Environmental 
Impact Bonds

Private

 An Environmental Impact Bond (EIB) is an 
innovative financing tool that uses a Pay for 
Success (PFS) approach to provide up-front 
capital for environmental programs, either to 
pilot a new approach whose performance is 
viewed as uncertain or to scale up a solution 
that has been tested on a small scale.

Maryland 
Nutrient Trading 
Market/Tool

Market

Maryland’s Nutrient Trading Program is a pub-
lic marketplace for the buying and selling of 
nutrient (nitrogen and phosphorous) credits. 
The purpose of the Program ranges from be-
ing able to offset new or increased discharges 
to establishing economic incentives for reduc-
tions from all sources within a watershed
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HOW TO USE THE VISUAL GLOSSARY

NODES AND CORRIDORS
The Green Network is divided into Nodes and Corridors. 

Nodes

There are 4 different types of Nodes:
• Community Nodes 
• Nature Nodes
• Existing Open Space Nodes
• Anchor Institution Nodes

Corridors

There are 2 categories of corridors: 
• Community Corridors
• Nature Corridors

This Visual Glossary 
provides examples 
of how these nodes 
and corridors can 
transform the city and 
provide many benefits 
to the community. 

Node Corridor
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Economic 
development

Environmental 
education

Transportation 
alternatives

Cooling  
and shade

Active  
recreation

Food  
production

BENEFITS OF THE GREEN NETWORK
These 10 symbols show what the Green Network will do for City residents and how:

Create Reinvestment 
& Growth Potential

Improve Health & Quality of Life

Water cleaning 
and storage

Wildlife habitat Passive 
recreation

Gathering/
socializing

Protect Ecological Resources Provide Beautification

Provide Equity & Empowerment

When these symbols 
appear on the follow-
ing pages describing 
a corridor or node, 
they describe how the 
design benefits our 
community.
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These corridors may be tree-lined streets or shaded trails, some with beautiful 
plantings, or stormwater management. Tree-lined boulevards will connect parks 
and open-space to schools and neighborhood retail districts. Enhanced stream 
corridors will provide habitat for wildlife and healthier waterways. These corridors 
will  connect residents to nature and neighborhoods to one another.

THERE ARE TWO CATEGORIES OF CORRIDORS: 
COMMUNITY CORRIDORS & NATURE CORRIDORS 

THE GREEN NETWORK CORRIDORS

Each project type in the 
visual glossary is keyed 
to a corridor type.

Image: 
©Biohabitats, Inc.
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Baltimore Green Network Vision Plan: Corridors

N

1mi.1/20 1/4

Subway / Rail   

Existing Tree Canopy

Water

Existing Open Space

Anchor Institutions

Green Network Corridors

Community Corridors
Will provide safe and comfortable rights of
way that are welcoming for people. Greening elements, 
integrated stormwater management, and new pedestrian 
and bicycle safety features will connect a cohesive
network.

Nature Corridors
Protecting and enhancing these green connections
will improve ecological function, provide wildlife habitat, 
and improve our city’s
resiliency.

Priority Corridors
Nature and/or community corridors with the strongest 
potential to create a connected network between major 
parks, institutions, neighborhoods, employment and 
transportation centers, recreational facilities, and natural 
assets like forests, green spaces, streams, and the harbor. 
Priority corridors include a combination of existing 
facilities, planned facilities, and prospective projects. 

KEY
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COMMUNITY CORRIDORS

Increased Tree Canopy  
Along Streetscapes and Trails

New or updated tree boxes with native 
trees along the street. Baltimore, MD 

Tree-lined streets provide cooling as well as infiltration. In this design the tree is part of a stormwater  
infiltration basin. Portland, OR

Seating is integrated with tree canopy along a greenway trail 
providing options for rest, gathering, and entertainment. 
Georgetown, Washington, DC

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Toole Design 
Group; © Blue 
Water Baltimore; 
© Toole Design 
Group
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A typical design for a streetside infiltration swale. 

COMMUNITY CORRIDORS

Install Integrated Stormwater  
Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Streetscape treatment swales and bioretention

Bioretention swales can be designed along sidewalks that line retail, cultural, and entertainment zones,  
softening the hardscape with vegetation and water management. Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD

Clockwise from top 
left: © Downtown 
Partnership; 
© Toole Design 
Group; 
© Biohabitats
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COMMUNITY CORRIDORS

Trails and Promenades

A former rail line transformed into a bike and pedestrian  
greenway trail with integrated urban artwork and green 
space. Detroit, MI

A paved trail weaves through a forested open space near the 
Gwynns Falls. Baltimore, MD 

A mown path provides low-maintenance 
access with paths to be adjusted to habitat 
needs of native wildlife. Baltimore, MD 

This promenade is enhanced by native trees 
and edge plantings that help filter surface 
runoff and create more habitat along the 
harbor. Baltimore, MD

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Living Design 
Lab; © Toole 
Design Group; 
© Floura Teeter 
Landscape 
Architects
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Clockwise from 
top left:
© Toole Design 
Group; © DOP; 
© Toole Design 
Group

COMMUNITY CORRIDORS

Complete Streets

This design highlights cycle and pedestrian lanes that are 
integrated with stormwater management practices (bioret-
ention) along a major roadway. Portland, OR

A typical cross-section design for complete streets. Complete Streets are streets for everyone. They are de-
signed and operated to enable safe access for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit 
riders of all ages and abilities. Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and bicycle to 
work (Smart Growth America). 

A separated bike path with a tree-lined 
edge provides a safe way to navigate the 
city. Baltimore, MD
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Clockwise from 
top left: 
© DOP; © Toole 
Design Group

This design focuses on different paving materials and mark-
ing types to highlight the bike lane. St Paul, MN

Bike lanes can be designed to fit within 
existing streetscapes between the sidewalk 
and parking. Baltimore, MD

COMMUNITY CORRIDORS

Bikeways
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Painting an alley provides a beautiful reflection of the con-
nection to the watershed and the harbor. Baltimore, MD

COMMUNITY CORRIDORS

Alleys and Pedestrian-only

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© WPOB; © DOP; 
© WPOB

Alley-greening is a community effort that provides a new 
space for neighbors to socialize and celebrate the Green 
Network. Baltimore, MD

Alley-greening includes gating and adding  
container planters to create a new social 
outdoor space for neighbors. Baltimore, MD
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All images:
© Department of 
Planning

A robust canopy on Gwynns Falls Parkway creates the op-
portunity for connection to the broader urban forest. 
Baltimore, MD

Tall canopy along the edges of a street, as 
well as planted medians, are known to help 
slow traffic and provide a beautiful experi-
ence. St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

COMMUNITY CORRIDORS

Vegetated Parkway Buffers and Medians
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Stream restoration with riffles, pools, and a buffer enhanced 
with native plantings can include pedestrian crossings. 
Newark, DE

NATURE CORRIDORS

Restored Streams and Rivers, Buffer Plantings

All images:
© Biohabitats

The restoration and buffer plantings can reconnect the 
floodplain along a park space, restoring the stream channel 
and stabilizing banks with a robust planting of native shrubs 
and herbaceous perennials. Cleveland, OH

A typical stream channel restoration design 
restores floodplain function, and enhances 
the forested buffer plantings with a diverse 
native plant palette (shrubs, trees and 
groundcover).
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A stream is restored to the surface with a native planted edge. Charlottesville, VA

An urban riverwalk in San Antonio, TX shows the potential for an urban stream daylighting project that inte-
grates nature with urban design. 

NATURE CORRIDORS

Stream Daylighting

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© DOP; 
© Biohabitats
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Living shorelines feature stabilized banks along the Harbor 
and native plantings. Philadelphia, PA

NATURE CORRIDORS

Living Shorelines

All images:
© Biohabitats;
© National 
Aquarium 

A living shoreline restoration at Masonville Cove, providing 
improved habitat for wildlife and a more resilient shoreline.  

A typical design cross-section of a living 
shoreline with native plantings, native soils, 
and a toe sill. Baltimore, MD

A living shoreline can include an integrat-
ed boardwalk and public gathering space 
while still supporting habitat and shoreline 
protection. Leonardtown, MD
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Baltimore Green Network Vision Plan: Nodes
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Existing Tree Canopy

Water

Green Network Nodes

Community Nodes
These occur where vacant land densities and redevelopment 
opportunities are greatest. They will center on integrating 
active recreation and community gathering spaces with new 
development.

Nature Nodes
These natural spaces serve specific ecological functions. 
Enhancing these nodes will further support Baltimore’s 
resilience.

Anchor Institutions
These important catalysts for economic investment and
revitalization can help support a healthier environment and 
more vibrant, connected communities.

Existing Open Space
Includes parks, golf courses, cemeteries, and other
open spaces.

KEY

Green Network Nodes are where people and nature meet. Nodes might be 
parks, recreation areas, forest patches, open spaces for gathering or play, or 
green spaces within new development areas. Nodes are connected to each 
other by the Green Network corridors.

Each project type included in the visual glossary is keyed to a specific type of 
node within the Green Network. 

THERE ARE FOUR DIFFERENT TYPES OF NODES:
-COMMUNITY NODES 
-NATURE NODES
-EXISTING OPEN SPACE 
-ANCHOR INSTITUTION NODES 
 

THE GREEN NETWORK NODES:
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A centrally located green provides an iconic 
park space as well as a water feature with 
open space, walking paths, stormwater 
management and habitat. Portland, OR

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Toole Design 
Group; © Jennifer 
Dowdell (2)

COMMUNITY NODES

New World Class Parks and Open Space

In St Louis, MO a new linear park features lots of color and 
various types of seating and open space areas for play and 
social gatherings. 

Iconic parks like Central Park in New York City, provide an amenity in all seasons, with combinations of open 
space and mature tree canopy and native plantings. 
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COMMUNITY NODES

Neighborhood Parks

From Top: 
© Parks and 
People Foundation
© Mark Cameron, 
DPW
 

Easterwood/Sandtown-Winchester Park and Playground located at 1500 N. McKean Avenue was created after 
the demolition of buildings in fall 2016 through Maryland’s Project C.O.R.E. Initiative.

An inner block park in Harlem Park provides a shady open space for recreation, socializing, and respite.
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COMMUNITY NODES

Urban Farms and Community Gardens

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Biohabitats; 
© Baltimore City

Community gardens provide space for 
neighbor-tended plots in raised beds. 
Baltimore, MD

Larger parcels of open space might host hoop houses and larger fields for crops, farming and even grazing, 
bringing farm to table opportunities closer to the urban core. Real Food Farms, Baltimore, MD

A wide variety of wildflower species may be planted for 
harvest, as shown at The Flower Factory site in 
East Baltimore, MD
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COMMUNITY NODES

Native Wildflower Meadows

All images:
© Blue Water 
Baltimore 
 
 

Even the smallest sites can host a variety of different native wildflowers that provide habitat 
and visual pleasure. Baltimore, MD

Wildflower meadows can include artwork and take many shapes and sizes. Baltimore, MD
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COMMUNITY NODES

Public Plazas and Gathering Spaces

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Baltimore City 
DOP; © FTLA; 
© Downtown 
Partnership

The Peace Park provides a pleasant space to sit and socialize. 
Bloom and Druid Hill Avenue. Baltimore, MD

The Pratt and Light Plaza and is an example of a public plaza 
that hosts a variety of events including the Pratt Street Mar-
ket. Baltimore, MD

A new plaza at Howard and 26th street 
includes native plantings, seating, and a 
central fire pit. Baltimore, MD. 



Visual GlossaryVG–20

COMMUNITY NODES

Active Recreation and Play Spaces

Top images:
© Parks and 
Recreation; 
Bottom image:
© DOP

A playground in New York City. Baltimore, MD

Patterson Park hosts sports fields, as well as space for other group exercise and social events. Baltimore, MD  
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COMMUNITY NODES

Flex Programming Spaces

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Mark Dennis 
Mayor’s Office; 
© Downtown 
Partnership (2)

There can be temporary or seasonal art installations associ-
ated with festivals or city events. 

Flex spaces can include play and interactive games. 

Flexible public spaces host a variety of 
events. JFX farmers market, Baltimore, MD
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COMMUNITY NODES

Educational Resources and Public Art

Clockwise from 
left: © Blue Water 
Baltimore; 
© Biohabitats (2)

Artwork can be integrated into fencing, bringing consisten-
cy and beauty to the edges of the green network spaces. 
Library Square, Baltimore, MD

Murals, already a popular form of expression in the city, can 
call attention to community stories as well as natural won-
ders within the green network. Library Square, 
Baltimore, MD

Stormwater features can be designed with 
artists to reflect water forms and process-
es. Philadelphia, PA
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COMMUNITY NODES

Grow Centers & Resource Hubs

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Baltimore City 
DOP; 
© Biohabitats, 
©Amy Gilder-
Busatti

Existing hubs can support multiple neighborhoods. The Tool-
bank, Baltimore, MD

Baltimore’s Pop-up GROW Centers provide gardening re-
sources in different locations around the city. Baltimore, MD

Resource hubs can be built at strategic lo-
cations along the green network to provide 
tools and supplies that support mainte-
nance. Detroit, MI
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COMMUNITY NODES

Integrated Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Pocket Parks and Play Spaces

Clockwise from 
top: © DOP; 
© Biohabitats; 
© Blue Water 
Baltimore
 

A pocket park integrates stormwater management features 
within the landscape, as in this meditation garden. Home-
wood House, Baltimore, MD

Interactive pocket parks can include rain gardens and other 
water management features. Baltimore, MD

Stormwater management can also be inte-
grated into edges of play areas to frame the 
space and create a buffer along the street. 
Baltimore, MD



Baltimore City Green Network Plan VG–25

COMMUNITY NODES

Integrated Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Gathering spaces and public plazas

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Biohabitats;
© Jennifer 
Dowdell; 
© Biohabitats

Water features can be designed into promenades to pro-
vide further area for water treatment and native plantings, 
providing access to pedestrians and improved edge habitat. 
Wellington, New Zealand 

Smaller parks with public plaza can also integrate very color-
ful and textured rain gardens that manage stormwater and 
frame views. Pierce’s Park, Baltimore, MD

Stormwater management can be integrated 
along the edges of larger open spaces with 
boardwalk crossings and colorful plantings. 
Lynchburg, VA
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COMMUNITY NODES

Integrated Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Structures (walls, foundation planters, and roofs)

Clockwise from 
top left: © Toole 
Design Group 
© Zolna Russsell; 
© Floura Teeter LA

Green roofs offer opportunity to bring vegetation and land-
scape into the building footprint, providing visual amenity, 
learning opportunity, and stormwater management. 
Portland, OR

Stormwater management can be integrated into foundation 
plantings like at Henderson-Hopkins School. Baltimore, MD

Building foundation planters provide storm-
water management and vibrant native 
plantings, creating further connections be-
tween the built environment and the green 
network. Portland, OR 
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COMMUNITY NODES

Integrated Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Parking

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Jennifer 
Dowdell; 
© Baltimore City 
DOP;
© Jennifer Dowdell

Parking can include permeable paver, integrated bioreten-
tion and increased tree canopy. Chicago, IL

Bioretention can also be designed as smaller integrated 
planters to collect and treat water in smaller parking areas. 
Portland, OR. 

Permeable asphalt and planted areas along 
the edge of parking. Baltimore, MD
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EXISTING OPEN SPACE NODES

Existing Parks and Open Space – Enhancement and Restoration

Clockwise from 
top left:
© Floura Teeter 
LA; © Blue Water 
Baltimore; 
© Baltimore City 
DOP

Druid Hill Park provides tree canopy, open 
space, recreation opportunities, and open 
water with habitat for a wide array of birds.  
Continued stewardship will provide import-
ant water quality management as well as 
habitat preservation. Baltimore, MD

This transitional open space provides flex-
ible programming  opportunities. Calvert 
Street Park (2200 Calvert Street), 
Baltimore, MD

Library Square provides integrated stormwater manage-
ment, gathering spaces, and flexible open space for recre-
ation. Baltimore, MD 
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ANCHOR INSTITUTION NODES

New Development with Anchor Open Spaces

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© Floura Teeter 
LA; © DOP;
© Forest City - New 
East Baltimore 
Partnership 

When new development is proposed a central open space 
area might provide a gathering and social space with tree 
canopy and seating like this Farmer’s Market in 
Blacksburg, VA

Detailed design of anchor spaces would include native plant 
gardens and urban woodland. Baltimore, MD

An open space designed to complement 
new development might include a plaza 
area as well as green space. Barclay Telesis, 
Baltimore, MD



Visual GlossaryVG–30

NATURE NODES

Urban Forest Woodland Enhancement, Restoration, Expansion

Top image:
© Biohabitats; 
Bottom image:
© Baltimore City 
DOP

Mature tree canopy in the existing parks can be prioritized for protection and preservation. Baltimore, MD

A healthy and functional forest has a diverse structure that includes tall canopy trees as well as understory, 
shrubs and groundcover.
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NATURE NODES

Natural Area Preservation

Clockwise from 
top left: 
© National 
Aquarium; © 
DOP (2)

Masonville Cove in Baltimore City is an important natural 
area that must be preserved and stewarded.  

Monarch butterflies rely on food from the 
Milkweed plant, found in our natural areas 
and native wildflower gardens.

The Jones Falls provides habitat for birds 
like the yellow crowned night heron. 
Baltimore, MD 
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Temporary Greening

There will be locations where greening is temporary, until the housing market 
changes or redevelopment efforts are funded. In those cases the community can 
opt for something from the City’s Green Pattern Book. These create spaces that 
are clean, safe, and accessible for temporary uses

The Baltimore City Green Pattern Book provides options for incremental and 
sometimes temporary changes to improve conditions along the green network, 
providing future opportunities for development and current benefits to the health 
and wellbeing of the community and the environment. 

Baltimore City Office of Sustainability and 
Department of Planning 

Clean and 
Green

Green Parking 

Urban 
Agriculture

Urban Forest 
Buffer

Community-
Managed 

Open Space

Neighborhood 
Park

Stormwater 
Management

Mixed Greens 
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A mown green space with turf and fencing. Baltimore, MD This pocket park features seating and public art. 

A cleared vacant lot hosts raised garden beds in open 
space, providing temporary productive landscapes. 
Baltimore, MD

Temporary greening options from the 
Green Pattern Book

All images: 
© Department of 
Planning
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